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water-lilies, I need a princess. Princess Minkissa, the queen of beauty
surrounded by beautiful maids-of-honour, adorns the victorious citv
of Thiyizayya, that glorious city guarded by moats and men and
arrows. My love is given to her alone, and I want her as my queen.
My lords, hasten to her father the king, and ask him to give her to
my throne.

[The ogre ministers point out the dangers of such an embassy
to Thiyizayya^ as its king, who is powerful, is certain to refuse
an ogre> and may even take the request as an insult. In outline
only.}

DAYWA. Stop, stop. No more arguments. Hasten and demand
in the name of this ogre-king the princess Minkissa.             [Exeunt.]

SCENE 9

THE THRONE-ROOM AT THIYIZAYYA
Enter human ministers.    Enter ogre ministers.

CHIEF OGRE MINISTER. Our friends the human ministers! We have
arrived in haste from our lord, who is king of all other kings. He
loves Minkissa, your beautiful princess, and wants her to be his
queen. My lords, consider and meditate, and please give us your
opinion as to the success of our mission. We bear a letter to your
king.

CHIEF HUMAN MINISTER. You slaves, you unnatural creatures, you
wild beings from the forest, are you mad, are you rude, are you
insulting us ? How could our emerald and gold ever marry your ogre-
king? Man and ogre never mate. We never tire of gazing at our
princess, we adore her. Your insulting demand gives pain to our
ears. Mad ogres, leave our city at once, before our whips meet your
backs.

CHIEF OGRE MINISTER. Friends, wise ministers who give always
good advice! Blame us not for coming to your golden city of victories
and wonders. We have no desire to insult you. We have no desire to
soil the clearness of your faces. Please frown not at us, hate us not.
The bullocks obey the ploughman, these ministers obey their ogre-
king. We are only slaves that obey orders. We will soon leave your
city, but before we dare go back to our king, we must deliver the
royal epistle to your lord.
[Enter KING.]